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THE CONSEQUENCE OF FAITH

GUSTAV STRESEMANN, Deputy, who began his political
career by enthusiastically supporting the fleet-pro-
gramme, and preached the necessity of colonial
development, was utterly convinced that the destiny of
the German people and the stability of the German
state could only be guaranteed by a demonstration of
visible power. When, in a speech before the German
Navy League in 1907, he announced that the fleet-
programme was a matter that concerned the whole
German people, and that the future of the German
people depended on it, he believed what he said with
every fibre of his heart and brain, Gustav Stresemann,
romantic and man of action, was first of all, and apart
from all his other qualities, a representative of the
German people* In him, the character of the race tran-
scended his own personal character, Just as in his ex-
ternal appearance he was a typical North German, so in
his thoughts and feelings he was a cross section of all
the ^characteristics that go to make up the essential
German spirit He came from the heart of the great
German masses, and lacked none of the national virtues
or the national limitations. He breathed with the breath
of many millions, and his pulse beat in the selfsame
rhythm as theirs. His brain perhaps functioned with
more speed and activity than the average brain of his

fellow-countrymen, but it thought along the same lines,
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